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“Toward the General Election

- Present Conditions and Future Prospects of Indonesia -”

Prospects are bleak for a desirable outcome in Indonesia’s quickly approaching
June general elections. The primary issue of the campaign is in essence whether to
keep or to break with the Suharto system. It should, however, be noted that changes
in the country's political dynamics have already begun to take place, with a
weakening of the power of the presidency and the military, on one hand, and a
strengthening of the influence of political parties and local administrations, on the
other. If the current regime headed by President Habibie should win the election,
the following three issues will prevail: 1) The people’s confidence will not be restored
in the government and violent incidents will continue to oceur. 2) Fear will persist of
the central authority coming under attack from outside the system of the political
coalition. And 3), it will remain unclear as to how the division of authority and

resources between the central government and local administrations will be treated.
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