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“Japan’s ODA as Viewed from the Diet”

There is much criticism in the media of the Diet not according sufficient
attention and debate to the subject of the nation’s official development assistance
(ODA) policy. This, however, is not the case: Proposals being actively discussed
include the gratuitous provision of grassroots funding and the adoption of an ODA
system based on the Canadian model. The current thrust of the ODA dialogue is
toward enhanced legal and budgetary structures and the possibility of creating a
central administrative agency. To enhance public understanding and support, this
ODA policy dialogue is being framed in a context of diplomacy, security and other

aspects of Japan’s national interest.
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