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“The East Timor Problem--Past & Future:
Implications for Japan’s Role in the World”

The second half of the 20th century witnessed an upsurge of independence
movements by ethnic populations--a salient example of which has been seen in East
Timor. This paper looks back over the tumultuous half century of East Timor history
since the cessation of Portuguese suzerainty, and examines the course of events,
both problems and responses, leading up to the popular referendum that recently
established East Timor as an autonomous state. Using the East Timor experience as
food for thought, it also explores the role that Japan might assume in responding to

ethnic separatist movements that occur in the future.
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