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“The Kosovo Conflict from the Ground”

The Kosovo conflict constitutes a major juncture in the use of armed force to
settle conflicts in the post-Cold War period. Without obtaining a UN resolution to
authorize such action, NATO acted on its own responsibility in carrying out a
bombing campaign in Yugoslavia. This campaign and the intervening it constituted
into the domestic affairs of a sovereign nation for humanitarian purposes were
perhaps the conflict’s most salient features. The bombing of Yugoslavia is of epoch
significance both in terms of its influence on affairs in Asia and its challenge to the
United Nations. The conflict and its ramifications, therefore, warrant

reexamination.
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Holbrooke Agreement 12 October 1998:

@ Serbian forces in Kosovo to be reduced to pre-conflict
levels (around 10,000 police and 11,000 army troops
compared to more than 50,000 before the agreement).

@ Refugees allowed to return to their homes.

e Up to 2,000 international ‘compliance verifiers’ from
the OSCE to be deployed to monitor the situation on the
ground.

OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission

The mission was set up in November 1998.

Central HQ Pristina

Regional HQs 5

field offices 25

‘compliance verifiers’ up to 2,000*

* less than half were deployed by January 1999
Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons

Kosovo has a population of 2.1million. It is estimated
that over 200,000 have been displaced or badly affected
by the conflict. The majority of these fled within the
province, however 65,000 sought refuge in Montenegro

and Serbia and a further 35,000 became refugees in other
countries like Albania and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Main elements of the proposed Interim Peace
Agreement, March 1999:

® extensive autonomy granted to Kosovo.

® phased withdrawal of Serb military and police forces
from Kosovo.

e the disarming and disbanding of the KLA and the
creation of an ethnically-mixed police force.

e deployment of NATO-led force to oversee
implementation.

e future status of Kosovo to be reviewed after 3 years.

@ elections to be held within 9 months. To be overseen
by the OSCE.

@&  Yugoslav Army barracks
site of fighting between KLA and
Yugoslav security forces befpre
the October 1998 cease-fire

% fighting/ violent incidents after

the October 1998 cease-fire

cross-border movement

KLA strongholds
land over 1,000m

land over 200m

== main roads
+—+ railways

OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission

EET Central HQ T- Regional HQ
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