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“The Situation in Russia and Russo-Japanese Relations”

In an attempt to strengthen his own political base, President Boris Yeltsin
released his Prime Minister, Yevgeniy Primakov, who had emerged as a leading
presidential candidate. Changes in Russia’s political situation beginning with
Primakov’s ouster run counter to the fair conducting of the State Duma elections at
the end of the year and the presidential elections in the middle of next year. They
also spell the demise of the Yeltsin regime despite its efforts to maintain power.
This bewildering political situation in Russia is exerting a negative influence on
Russo-Japanese relations, which had started to see progress with the Krasnoyarsk
Agreement. The prospects are now very slim for the signing a peace treaty by the
end of 2000 based on a definition of national borders along the lines envisioned by

Japan.
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