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“The US Congressional Elections of 1998 and

the Future Direction of American Politics”

The 1998 mid-term election was the first mid-term election since 1934, where
the party in the White House increased its seats in the House of Representatives. It
was also a historic election in the sense that it was the third consecutive period for
the Republican Party to maintain a majority in the House. The recent mid-term
election was also significant in the way in which it gave rise to unexpected post
election developments, such as Newt Gingrich's resignation as Speaker of the House.
The surprising election result has left us with several unanswered questions: Why
did Gingrich step down? Why do the Republicans continue to take a hard-line
regarding the Clinton impeachment issue? What will be the new Republican

strategy in the post-Gingrich era?
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KRR DORBERERS (K - 3t)

Bz e

BT TR ARk SEESRE AR BEE  ZAREK  SoRESEE
Ry #Fm RE #f1 BE #f REx st | REX 8 RE 0 BE W RER ;:tju
7
1954 |47 49 2 4 1 1 49 47 213 218 3 18 2 3 232 2 O

-3
1956 |49 47 1 3 3 1 49 47 230 201 7 7 2 4 234 201
1958 51 47 0 11 0 2 64 34 232 1956 1 35 0 14 283 153
1960 66 34 1 0] 1 0 64 36 281 153 23 2 6 6 262 175
1962 64 36 2 3 0 3 68 32 263 174 9 5 2 3 259 176
1964 66 34 1 3 0 0O 68 32 2564 176 5 39 5 8 295 140
1966 67 33 1 0 2 0 64 36 294 139 39 1 4 3 248 187
1968 63 37 4 0 3 2 568 42 245 187 5 0 2 4 243 192
1970 57 43 3 2 1 0 565 45 243 187 2 9 6 8 255 180
1972 55 45 1 4 3 2 57 43 256 176 6 3 9 5 244 191
1974 58 42 0 2 1 3 62 38 248 187 4 36 2 13 291 144
1976 62 38 5 4 2 3 62 38 286 145 7 5 3 7 292 143
1978 62 38 5 2 3 3 59 41 285 146 14 5 8 6 277 158
1980 59 41 9 0 3 0 47 53 273 159 27 3 10 1 243 192
1982 |46 54 1 1 1 1 46 54 241 192 1 22 4 6 269 166
1984 |45 55 1 2 0 1 47 53 266 167 13 3 5 1 253 182
1986 47 53 0 7 1 2 b5 45 263 180 1 5 7 8 258 177
1988 54 46 1 3 2 1 55 45 265 177 2 4 1 2 260 175
1990 55 45 0 1 0 0 56 44 268 175 6 9 0 6 267 167
1992 57 43 2 2 0] 0 57 43 266 166 16 8 11 9 2568 176
1994 56 44 2 0 6 0 47 53 266 178 34 0 22 4 204 280
1996 {47 53 0 1 3 0 45 55 187 235 3 17 10 4 207 227
1998 |45 55 1 2 2 1 45 556 206 228 1 5 5 6 211 228
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1978 |37 12 3 2 6 1 32 18
1980 (31 19 3 0 1 0 27 23
1982 27 23 1 4 1 5 34 16
1984 |36 15 0 2 4 1 34 16
1986 34 16 2 0 9 3 26 24
1988 |27 23 0 1 1 1 28 22
1990 29 21 2 4 6 3 28 20
1992 |28 20 0 0 1 3 30 18
1994 |29 20 4 0 7 2 19 30
1996 17 32 0 0 1 1 17 32
1998 17 32 0 2 4 3 17 31
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Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, R-Ga.
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Chairman, Republican Conference John A. Boehner, R-Ohio
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Committee Christopher Cox, R-Calif.
Chairman, National Republican

Steering Committee Newt Gingrich, R-Ga.
Chairman, National Republican

Congressional Committee John Linder, R-Ga.

MINORITY MEMBERS

Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt, D-Mo.
Minority Whip David E. Bonior, D-Mich.
Chief Deputy Minority Whip Rose DeLauro, D-Conn.
Chief Deputy Minority Whip Chet Edwards, D-Texas
Chief Deputy Minority Whip John Lewis, D-Ga.
Chairman, Democratic Caucus Vic Fazio, D-Calif.

Chairman, Democratic Congressional
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