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Executive Summary

1. Background

Following the 9/11 terrorist atiack, the United States held the war on terrorism
as its primary national security objective, and realigned its overseas military
presence to respond to this threat. It is in this context that Japan and the Unite
States had consultations on US force realignment in Japan. During the Defense Policy
Review Initiative, Japan and the United States agreed on “common strategic
objectives” , as well as the division of “roles, missions, and capabilities (RMC)”
This effectively resulted in the second redefinition of the US-Japan alliance after
the revision of the US-Japan Guidelines for Defense Cooperation in 1997. Further
US forces and the Japan Self-Defense Forces (ISDF) proceeded to deeper jointness.

The next step for both countries is the implementation of the agenda agreed upon
between them. However, if the ISDF becomes more joint with US forces without Japan™ s
own Strategic objectives, it is likely that US interests may be served but not Japan’ s.
The US-Japan alliance can be smoothly managed only when Japan has its own strategy.
Therefore, the next step [or Japan is how to transform and manage its alliance with
the United States. Furthermore, the alliance management is an issue that Japan must
consider as a part of its securily policy priority and its national stirategy.

2. Research objective

This project will analyze US domestic political situation primarily based on the
result of the 2006 mid—term election and ils new policy toward Iraq. Furthermore,
it will analyze the envisioned blueprint for the US-Japan alliance [rom the bilateral
documents that was produced through the Defense Policy Review Initiative. Finally
the project aims to analyze US policy toward Japan (including US demands) based on
the Second Armitage-Nye Report. Based on the analyses on these issues, the project
attempts to present a specific roadmap for the post-DPRI US-Japan alliance
transformation. For Japan, North Korea™ s nuclear development and Chinese military
build-up are more urgent security threat that terrorism. Ultimalely, the project
aims al presenting “Japan' s own strategy” and propose a set of policy
recommendation Lo enhance the US-Japan alliance.

3. Summary of the recommendations

Relationship with China is the biggest challenge for Japan. Japan-China relations
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have three major aspects of “military threat” , “diplomatic rival” and “partner
in transnational issues” . For each aspect of the relalionship, Japan has to have
a

multi-dimensional approach of “deterrence” ., “competition” and “cooperation”
Moreover, security issues on the Korean Peninsula and in Southeast Asia are a part
of a strategic game that Japan has to play with China. The US-Japan alliance is most
effective in “deterrence” aspect. Therefore, it is important for Japan and the
United States lo proceed with the cooperation in RMC based on the agreement under
the DPRI.

Furthermore, the US-Japan alliance plays a major role in establishing a regional
security framework that is beneficial to Japan and the United States. In this
context, US-Japan joint operations such as the ones at the time of the 2004 tsunami
reliel are crucial. It is also important for both countries to work together to
promole “theater-wide security cooperation” and enhance regional cooperation based
on the US-Japan cooperation.

Japan is a “middle power” . It serves Japan’ s national interest to find a niche
in its foreign and security policies. But if Japan chooses to take such a sirategy
global commitment will become less of its priority. Thus, it is important for Japan
to clearly present its criteria for committiing itself to global objectives. Such
criteria could include {irst whether it will enhance the relationship with the United
States, and secondly how it will affect its diplomatic rivalry with China.

Based on these perspectives, the Self-Defense Forces needs to expand its scope of
operation. Exercise of the right of collective self-defense and/or constitutional
revision will be required to that end Further, Japan will need global
intelligence-gathering capability, and a capacity to develop global strategy. This
will necessitate Japan to continue its global commitment with some form of assistance
from the United States.
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