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Executive Summary

1) Background of Problem

Who are we? Since the Meiji period, Okinawans (Uchinanchu) have had to deal
with an identity problem.

What was Okinawa’s reversion to Japan in 1972? This study attempts to
observe and understand this issue from the perspective of an Okinawan (Uchinanchu)

born in 1960, and consider the Japanese identity of Okinawans.

ii) Purpose of Study

The purpose of this study is to define what Okinawa’s reversion to Japan was
to Okinawans and what it meant to Japan as a nation, and consider these in the
context of “education as Japanese” in post-war Okinawa and the changes thereof. The
paper proposes recommendations with regard to identity education that is currently in

place in Japan.

i11) Summary and Conclusion of Recommendation

Unlike the disposal of the Ryukyu Kingdom, which annexed the Ryukyus to
Japan, Okinawa’s reversion to Japan in 1972 was a subjective and independent choice
made by the people of Okinawa Prefecture. Okinawans chose, with their own will and
actions, to become Japanese. The meaning of this is significant. However, the choice
was not based on the social contract theory of the West. Japan as a nation would have
the opportunity to further enrich and diversify its history and culture by annexing
Okinawa.

For identity education to take roots in Japan, it is important to teach people
the diverse history and culture of their respective “homes,” or localities, in a
substantial manner. To make this a reality, people would need to be better educated
about their localities, and support needs to be provided, among other things, for local

history research.



Summary

Who are we? Since the Meiji period, Okinawans (Uchinanchu) have had to deal
with an identity problem.
The issue of the identity of Okinawans has seen changes over the years, and it can
largely be categorized into four periods: 1) From the disposal of the Ryukyu Kingdom
to the Battle of Okinawa; 2) the period of the reversion movement under the
governance of the U.S. forces; 3) Japanese assimilation in the post-reversion period; 4)
the period after the 1995 rape case of an Okinawan girl. This study first considers the
results and accomplishments of “education as dJapanese” at schools under the
governance of the U.S. forces. This field is in no way unexplored, as many study
findings have been released. What separates this particular study from the others is
that it is done by a person who was actually “educated as Japanese” during that period,
with a standpoint and view unique to the generation.

This paper clarifies what Okinawa’s reversion to Japan meant for Okinawans,
and at the same time sheds light on what Okinawa brings to Japan as a nation as a
result of the reversion. The paper focuses on post-war education, particularly
“education as Japanese” before the reversion, and by identifying its specifics considers
the identity of Okinawans (Uchinanchu). It also proposes policy recommendations with
regard to what people should learn from the changes in “education as Japanese” in
Okinawa before and after the reversion.

In Chapter 1! “Japanese education in post-war Okinawa,” the first passage:
“The starting point of ‘education as Japanese’,” explains why the Japanese language
was used for education in post-war Okinawa. In short, it was the result of the
unwavering determination of leaders in the Okinawa’s educational circles, who
strongly believed that “education as Japanese” should be instituted; the occupation
forces were passive about education in Okinawa as well.

The second passage: “Institution of ‘education as Japanese’ in post-war
Okinawa” recounts how Okinawans, led by teachers, persuaded the U.S. forces to allow
the raising of a Japanese flag at homes and schools. The Japanese flag was indeed the

symbol of “education as Japanese.” The Okinawa Teachers Association pushed its



“raise a Japanese flag” movement further and sold the flags at schools. The movement
culminated on January 10, 1958, when the Four Education Laws with words “as
citizens of Japan” were officially issued.

The third passage: “The will and action of Chobyo Yara toward the reversion”
discusses Chobyo Yara’s unrelenting will toward Okinawa’s reversion to Japan, his
actions, and his character. The reversion movement couldn’t have been successful had
it not been for Yara’s trustworthy character. He was trusted by everyone behind the
movement, including the Teacher’s Association, as Yara would become the first
publicly elected governor.

However, in time the Okinawa Teachers Association and the reversion
movement itself would be swallowed by the reformist force of mainland Japan, such as
the Japan Teachers Union, and in the process the movement that originally started out
as “return to homeland” changed to “return to anti-war.” The gap between Yara, who
was rather conservative, and the reformist organizations gradually grew larger; the
movement took turns that went against the principles that Yara believed in, and his
anguish only grew. Despite all this, Okinawa’s return to the homeland became a reality
on May 15, 1972.

The Okinawa Teachers Association became a branch of the Japan Teachers

Union after the reversion, and the same teachers who in the past were part of the
“raise a Japanese flag” movement would teach children that the Japanese flag is a
symbol of Japan’s invasion of Asia, and instruct them to refrain from raising it.
The fourth passage: “Japanese education and identity of the 1960s generation”
examines “education as Japanese,” experienced firsthand by the author, from the
viewpoint of the generation that was caught between high school students, who were a
driving force behind the reversion movement, and grade 1 to 3 elementary school
students, who were too young to know what was going on around them.

In Okinawa in the 1960s, pre-war Japan and the Japanese forces were not seen
as a rogue nation that invaded Asia. In fact, Japan was an object of admiration for
children at the time. However, “education as Japanese” that had been taught by

elementary school teachers in the pre-reversion years, with the “raise a Japanese flag”
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movement at its core, was completely renounced in junior high school as the Japanese
flag was portrayed as a symbol of invasion.

In Chapter 2: “Okinawa’s reversion to Japan and Japanese identity,” the first
passage: “Awareness of Okinawans before the reversion” clarifies the change in
Okinawans’ awareness toward the reversion based on the survey compiled primarily in
the 1960s. There would obvicusly be a change in people’s awareness before and after
the reversion was decided. Statements and editorials that exaggerated Okinawans’
dissatisfaction over the reversion specifics in order to create impressions that they
seemed to be against the reversion are discussed and criticized.

The second passage: “Awareness of Okinawans after the reversion” analyzes
the change in the people’s awareness after the reversion, but the important thing is the
fact that most Okinawans thought favorably of the reversion and were satisfied with
their post-reversion lives. Twenty years had passed since the reversion, and although
Okinawans’ dissatisfaction and various social concerns toward the U.S. forces and the
military bases continued to exist, more Okinawans basically had a positive outlook on
the status quo.

The third passage: “What the 1995 rape incident by U.S. servicemen brought”
clarifies and discusses how Okinawans thought highly of the reversion, and that there
was a social atmosphere that basically accepted the status quo in the early 1990s, until
the 1995 rape incident changed everything. It also discusses how, against the backdrop
of Okinawa’s Japanization and the increased awareness and understanding of
Okinawa by people in other prefectures through knowledge and experience, this
incident ironically made the “Okinawa Problem” a topic of national interest for the
first time ever, and how the Japanese began to approach this problem as their own. In
short, the i1dentity of Okinawans as Japanese was almost established already around
the time.

However, the incident also spawned a new movement. The rape incident, which
is essentially a human rights issue, occurred because there are military bases in
Okinawa, and since Okinawa is home to most of the U.S. military bases in Japan it did

not take long for the issue to develop into a Japan-U.S. security 1ssue. Peace activists
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who once tasted defeat in the Japan-U.S. Security Agreement protest in the past began
to flock to Okinawa.

Later, the governor of Okinawa Prefecture refused to sign compulsory lease
renewal agreements for continuing U.S. military use of Okinawan land, prompting the
prime minister to file a lawsuit as major incidents of significant magnitude continued
to make headlines.

Meanwhile, a referendum was held in which the voters were asked whether
they were for or against the consolidation of U.S. military bases in the prefecture. The
fourth passage: “What became evident by the Okinawa Referendum” discusses the
reason and meaning of the 59.53% voter turnout, which was significant lower than
expected. Unlike what the central Japanese government and peace activists believe,
Okinawans are calmer and more balanced when it comes to making political and
realistic decisions.

In Chapter 3: “Subjective choice to be Japanese,” the first passage: “Confusion
between national patriotism and local patriotism” raises the issue of how the
generation that had undergone anti-Japan education after the reversion began to
identify themselves as “Okinawans rather than Japanese,” as the “Okinawa Problem”
was placed under the national spotlight. However, this “I am Okinawan” identity was
born after the Japanization of Okinawa, as they enjoyed the improved quality of life
and grew more confident about Okinawa’s culture. It does not mean in any way that
Okinawans want to be independent from Japan, politically or mentally; the identity
exists only within the framework that is Japan as a nation-state.

The second passage: “Subjective choice to revert to Japan” clarifies that
Okinawa’s reversion to Japan was a subjective choice made by the people of Okinawa.
It also discusses how Okinawans subjectively chose to become Japanese backed by
Kurayoshi Takara’s statement—having a unique identity of your own while belonging
to Japan can be done—and how they have the right to demand Japan, including
Okinawa, to rediscover and understand a new Japan.

The third passage: “What Okinawa’s subjective choice brings to Japan”

discusses, as a result of that demand, the possibility of Japan reconstructing itself to
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be a nation with more diverse and rich cultures.

Epilogue: “Lessons from the identity formation in post-war Okinawans”
discusses the importance of teaching local issues at schools. National patriotism
should be built upon local patriotism, with a real sense of love, but they do not share
the same core. The relationship between the two and how it should be understood is
discussed as “Lessons from the identity formation in post-war Okinawans.” In order to
build and propagate identity education for the Japanese that is founded on local
patriotism, it would be necessary to teach local history in a substantial manner and

develop research organizations.
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