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“Problems of Central Government Reform”

The restructuring of Japan’s central government is targeted for completion in
January 2001. Tts aim is to establish a system in which the Diet plays the primary
role in policy-making. To this end, a number of reforms are being initiated, including
the strengthening of the cabinet’s function, the downsizing and streamlining of
ministries and agencies, the introduction of a system of independent administrative
corporations, a stronger emphasis on policy and policy-administration evaluation,
and the introduction of vice-minister system. This effort to make inroads into the
sacred domain of the bureaucracy deserves high marks. However, when examining
nearly 20 volumes of new laws concerned, a mountain of problems remains to be
overcome. Moreover, a great deal of decision-making is still left to the cabinet and
sub-cabinet levels of the bureaucracy. It will, therefore, be necessary to keep a close

eye on the direction that the path of the reform will take.
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